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Homily for the Profession of Conor Quinn
Holy Cross, Ardoyne - 10th September 2017
Do you live in a perfect community? I used to say that I did. That was when I was living on my own! That was a perfectly united community, always in agreement with itself. 
Having people around you can be simply wonderful. But, as we know, people can also be difficult. So today there’s a trend to single living, living alone. We love friendship, but the problem with community is that it’s made up of people you never get away from! That’s the fact of family life; and it’s the truth about religious community life too. You can’t get away from people, or from the demands they make on you. So, we often pay lip service to community living but then seek ways to avoid it. 
Jesus, of course, has no doubts about community. And he’s very realistic. You have to work at it. ‘If your brother does something wrong, go and have it out with him alone, between your two selves.’ Don’t just grumble about him or talk behind his back. And follow through. If talking doesn’t work, bring along some friends (witnesses) to knock sense into him. Then have the community itself arbitrate. And if all else fails, face the fact that this one doesn’t actually share the same beliefs and standards – he’s really an unbeliever (pagan) or an oppressor (tax collector). So, deal with that. But of course, deal with it in love. Treat the pagan and tax collector as Jesus would treat them – with love.
Love is always the key. It’s the answer, St Paul tells us, to every one of the commandments; it meets all our obligations. In Paul’s words: ‘Avoid getting into debt, except the debt of mutual love.’ That’s a debt we can’t avoid getting into – mutual love. We often won’t admit it – ‘I’m not my brother‘s keeper’ we protest. But we don’t exist on our own; we’re in debt to everyone who’s ever helped us. The immigrant is in debt to the country that receives them. And the people of the country are in debt to previous generations who built it up -  and perhaps received them as immigrants. We’re in debt to our teachers and our friends - even to enemies, in a strange way. We’re in debt to our parents for life itself. These are the debts of mutual love. The love we’ve received calls for our love in return. We can’t escape love’s call upon us. But it’s not anything to fear, it’s not a burden. As the song says: ‘He ain’t heavy … he’s my brother.’ 
Love and community are life’s great blessings. When we stand united in community we become supercharged. At least that’s what Jesus hints: ‘if two of you on earth agree to ask anything at all, it will be granted to you by my Father in heaven’. We miss the point if we take that literally. He’s telling us that God stands with us when we are truly united. And this is his own promise: ‘Where two or three meet in my name I shall be there with them’. 

Community living opens up space for God. It’s sacred space. Where will we find Jesus when we need him? Where to look? He tells us himself. Where two or three are gathered – or two or three hundred - gathered in his name, then he’ll be there. 
You won’t find Jesus or God by escaping from people – into the hills, or into yourself, or into the church even. If you come in here to this church to find Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament to tell him your problems and look for help, sooner or later he’ll send you right back out to get the help you need from your husband or wife or friend or doctor or priest. God reaches us in the love of others. And even when human loves fail, as they sometimes do, when we’re rejected or exploited by others, it’s still love that redeems us – God’s own mysterious and overwhelming love. In fact, God is especially close when we’re ground down and lost. He’s present in our loving and when love dies. He’s always with those who are poor.  
So, God’s word in the prophet Ezechiel is addressed to each of us: ‘Son of man, I have appointed you as sentry to the House of Israel’. We are all of us guardians of the way of love – to help one another, to encourage and protect, to warn and to serve. 
************************
Conor, you’ve learned about love and community – its joys and its trials - from your family, from your parish, from the friends you’ve loved and enjoyed. And you have a lasting debt of mutual love with all of them.

What’s been at work in you all over the years to this day, Conor, is your baptism, for which your parents presented you as an infant. On that day, you were brought into the great community of the Church. And you were baptized ‘in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit’. The community that embraced you in baptism was the community of the Holy Trinity. And today, you are being led to share ever more fully and more intimately in their love, their community – the love of Father, Son and Spirit. 

You today become the latest in the line of ‘companions’ - as our Constitutions puts it - whom ‘St Paul of the Cross gathered to live together and to proclaim the Gospel of Christ to all’ (no. 1). You are now about to make vows of poverty, chastity and obedience. These won’t take you away from love and community. What they do is mark out a special path:
· Poverty declares that we have nothing of our own – we are indebted to others, and to God, in the debt of mutual love. 
· Chastity commits us to the purest love - that seeks nothing for itself, but only the good of the other.
· Obedience binds us to a shared mission - to work together for the coming of God’s Kingdom of love, justice and peace.

It’s an awesome commitment for any poor human being to make! But then it’s not a simple personal choice. It’s responding to a call. It’s the Lord who invites us – invites you – to take this path. 

So, think on this, Conor. As you now pronounce your vows, the mystery of God’s abiding love - the love of Father, Son and Spirit – is very close to you. 
You will make a another vow today, which actually incorporates the other three. It’s the vow ‘to recall to mind with greater love the Passion of our Lord and to promote its memory by word and deed’ (Consts. 96). This is the vow of love that our Founder St Paul of the Cross made at the very beginning of our Passionist story. Because what burned in Paul’s heart was the intense conviction that ‘the Passion of Jesus is the greatest and most overwhelming work of God’s love’.

So, may the Passion of Christ, the love of Christ, be always in your heart, in our hearts. And may its Memory be kept alive among God’s Holy People. Amen. 
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